[Interdisciplinary clinical pathway for colorectal cancer].
Limited financial resources in public health care have led to the introduction of clinical pathways as a means to a better effectivity and efficacy. Colorectal cancer met the requirements for establishing such a pathway in a distinguished way: high patient volume, high costs, interdisciplinary multi-modal treatment concepts in a relevant frequency, and existing evidence based guidelines. This article gives an example of a clinical pathway for colorectal cancer as established in our hospital. The potential of such pathways to save costs as well as their implications on treatment results and patients' satisfaction will have to be critically analyzed in the future before their value can be definitely estimated.